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' raignement,and execution of Elizabeth Abbor, | 
alias Cebrooke, for a cruell and horrible murther, fi 
committed on the body of Miſtris Kilung- | 


worth in S. Cree church 2 acerc Aldgate 
in London. 


— 


He calamity of this age wherein we line, and the ö 
cruelty of vs, who pꝛofeſſe our ſelues Cialtians 
i one to another, who in ſtead of pity.pay oppꝛeſſion: Lf 
who in ſtead of charity render crueitg: who fo: £3 
e doue pelde diſnke: and who foz mercy pay theile 
WB f | 
RX | mantfold oftences ; as ſlaunders, thefts, andmur- 4 
= thers.cuen to the liucs of thoſe, who reteiued then: 
to o their armes of hoſpitality; hath made me find tune to ſet pen to j | 
this diſcourſe. , 
Mhercliucdnot long ince i in Crechurch pariſh nere Aldgate inLon- | 
don, a widow, ralled Miſtris Killingworth. the reputation of whole life 
J mcane noi :o touch, ſnce mens tongs are like an inſtrument made 
of man ſtrings; vb as they are many in number , ſo are they as ſe⸗ 
uerally different in ſound , ſome high, ſom e meane, ſomte baſe, all ſpea⸗ 
. king actoꝛding to the plealure ofthe muſitiã who hath them in tuning; 
ſo in the conditions of men, there s none how euer their lues be inũ⸗ 
nite in euils, but haue lome who repoꝛt in their pꝛaiſes, noꝛ none how 
cuer their ntaners be woꝛthy t gratious(deſeruing retoꝛd euen in the 
nobleſt Chꝛonicle) but find uanderers, who are buſie in their repꝛoch. 
But foꝛ this Miſt. Killing worth, it is ſaid, ſhe had bin the wife ol th: 
huſhands, and now contented her ſelſe to liue widdowed by the death 
ws laſt: what hit life and obedience had bene towards all of them, 
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The apprehenſion and execution 
during the time of her marriage, J rather le aue to opinion x the gene» 
ral repoꝛt other neighbours, then giue it to the repoꝛt of my pen: only 
touching one mfirmity which ſhe had; (eſpetially now toward her 
latter time) ſiiice it is both a generall diſe:lc that raignes in our 
age, and was an excuſe to her murthe rer cuen in the inſtant of her tras 
gedp; may line as an example to this pꝛeſent world and ſuccce⸗ 
| ding times, and is ſo pzoper ſoz nip diſcourſe : J intreaf thee Veas 
der to tanke this foz my excule 3 in the handling of it J am no 
13 to bite the dead, but giuc it to him as a medicine foz 

huünſelte. : 

© his Piſtris Kuhngworth bath beene often times knowne fo 
come tone ſo her doule, having ob2oad ſo abuſcd her body indainks 
(a eiſeaſe moſt abcunaable in Women, ſince it is ſo deteſtable in men) 
that ee hath beene found by her neighbours wallowing vaſcemes 
ip on the ground in herowne lople a habit common aniongit dꝛun⸗ 
kards) and a cuſtome that ſhould be only pꝛoper to ſwine and not 
to pcople of honcſt conuerſation, her neighbours then (eſpeciallp 
the women whom 502 womanhood ſake it moſt concerned to be a 
helpe to her infirmity) haue come often thither, (after notice gi⸗ 
uen them) either by leeing her come home, oꝛ by hearing her groane, 
while ſhe lay in luch extremities, here raiſed her and ſerne her lodged 
in her bed, and lo leauing her haue not knownc her ſtirring abzoad 
the nerd dap. 

Heere is tſpeciall note to be taken, that ſec kept no ſeruant at all, 
although reputed to bee of a realonable and ſufficicft ſubſtance; 
and the realon was , that both during the ttine of Her mariage and 
the continuance of her und owhood ſhee was fo Faro in blowes, 
and pinching in victuals , that few at urſt could ; at laſt none would 
tarry with her. LR 

But to our purpoſe, Pilkris Killing vorch hauing been thus often 
times found and ſo often times comfozted by her neigybo;s that they 

7 bꝛought her to her bed, to p which ſhe had not power to bing her ſelfe, 
ttzhepac their going krom her, vicd to ſhut the doze, and thꝛow in the 

dep, (thinking as indede it was, ) the beit ſecurity fo2 her lelfe, and 

| - thcaorts ſhe peſſclt, and ſo lett her to take her full flæpe, awake and 
ariſc at her owne pleaſure, ſometimes th p ſa we her not the next 


day 
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of Elizabeth a 
day,nono2 the next day following, when at other times, he wa 


But if is commonly lene, there is ſeldome a miſhap which 
ſuccu deth not another, ſo is it rare to ſe one ſinue, whicFdegectteth 
26f a ſucceſſoꝛ: and fo in Miſtris Killing worth, fog after ſhoe was 
a\vake from her dꝛowſines, when ſhe ſhould haue had reaſon to com- 
mend, andhaue bin thankfull ſoz the loue.ofher neighbours, che taught 
per (clie à kind of peruerſucs to condemne them, firſt by repoꝛting of 
them, that they were moꝛe buſie then needfull, next, that they came 
to pꝛie into her rather then to comfozt her, and laſt, Which was molt 
hatcfal,of al that vader pꝛetence ofcomming to do her Fwd, they were 
vnkriendlp therues and pilfered awap that ſhe had. This vnthanke- 
fulnes of gers, inrequitall ofthe painꝛs beſfouwed vpon her friendly 
neighbours, ſo animated their opinions againſt her, that aſter notice 
taken other ingratitude, they from thence left her, as nl Phyſi⸗ 
tians do their franticke patients, who not being ableW gouerne 
them , either by doctrine oꝛ perſwaſion, giue them oucr wholly ta 
their liues deſtruction oz fo their owne cure, x euen ſo did theſe neigh⸗ 
bours this miſtris Killingworth : foz now ſome of them, cſpectally 
of the better ſozt, ſcoznirg to be thus abuſed, others repining to bee 
thus neglecked, and in _b2efe all diſdapning that their fozmer lone 


Ker, as any woman ofthe beſt ſeeming ſincerity could be. o $7, 


p:och, they from thence (when the ſame occaſion was offered them) 
left her to bee her owne helpe, and which after pzoued to be her vn⸗ 
timely deſtrunion. i2cre reader J aduiſe thee to take note, that it 
in reading this, thy conſcience tell ther, thou are toucht with the ſame 
ſin, (foꝛ I haue heard it multiplies in England lo: it thou knoweſt any 
ofthy familiar acquaintance, ſtubbozne in the ſame cffcnce. periwade 


but like a flath of lightning ſent from her, who fozctcls thunder, when 
the bolt and Nroke thereof map hit vpon thee \ 
But to the murther. i. Killing worth hauing thus continued in diſ⸗ 


tealed, x it caried no general knowiedg, either ts her elpecial friends, o 
A 3 thoſe 
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Eknowne to be as painfull in her buũnes (her trade being a Lemps 


and labour had no moze regard, but to be anſwered with her re⸗ 


them, and refozme thy ſelfe, leſt that Biftris Killingworths , be 


dain with ſome, x diſlike with others, yet thꝛough their modeffy ſo cõ⸗ Pp 
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The apprehenſion and execution 
thoſe whom thee wꝛought vnto, with their ſilence e hir perſenerance, 
much time paſt, when it happened about the middeſt of January 
laſt, one El:zabeth Abbot, alias Cebrooke came to haue entertaines 
ment and be lodged in hir honſez the manner ofhir acquaintance with 
hir, is as pet by this Elzabeth Abbots confeſſion vnknowne, and by 
Lic others ſuddaine death pzeuented; but thus much foz certaine is. 
the very day befoze hir death, it was hirchance to come toa titizens 
bouſc in Coꝛnehil, where being kindly welcome, the Piſtris 4 ſhe fell 
into ſome friendly conference together; in which hauing paſt ſome 
time vpon the ſuddaine Piſtris Killing worth Cart vp, offringhaſtily 
to take hir leaue of hir, making the reaſon of hir lo ſuddaine departure 
this: am not J a god huſwife, quoth ſhe, to fay heere ſo long, hauing 
a ſfranger lodged in my houſe? who J baue moze reaſon to luſpea 
then truſt, ſoꝛ in my conſcience, quoth ſhee, J thinke ſhe be with child, 
notwithſtanding, I take ſuch delight in hir pꝛetty odde country talk⸗ 
ing, that hauing no body but my ſelfe. ſhe ſeemes much comfozt to me; 
then the citizens wife demanded of hir, how ſhe durſt, oꝛ why ſhe was 
ſo vnwiſe to entertaine a ſtranger to lodge with hir, the world being 
ſo bad, and the condition of people ſo vncertaine? wherennto ſhe res 
plied: that ſhe truſted hir the rather, fo2 that ſh: was tou i meuded vas 
to hir by an eſpeciall friend, whoſe name and the ſtreete he dwelt in, 
ſhe then told; but from thence ta this Ab bots triall this, citizens wile 
could by no meanes bꝛing hir ſelte to remembe it: befides quoth Mil⸗ 
tris Killing worth, ſhe hath often told me the hath a huſband , who is 

"I taploꝛ now wozkingin the ſtrand, who though J haue not pet ſeen, 
ſhe pꝛomiſes me, wil one of theſe dapes bꝛing him home, and we ſhall 
be merry together. Do with this 4 ſuch other conference leaue being 
taken betweene them, they parted. 

| Being thus gone home from this citizens wife on Tueſdap the 

. twentieth of January, on the moꝛrow following ſhe lent this lodger 

| of hers, to another citizens wife in Coꝛnehill being one ol her wozke- 
miſtreſſes, to lend her ſome ſtockes fo2 bands which ſhe had to make 

foz her, the which by a token ſhe bꝛought from miſtris Killing worth 

were deliuered hir; and no eſpectall note ſhe toke of hir, but giuing 

1 moꝛe regard to the token ſhe bzought, then hir pzeſence, diſpacht hir 
f with hir meſſage, onelp being examined after the death of miſtris 

| Killogwouth, 
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of Elizabeth Abbot, &c. 
Killingwortch what ſhe could fell foz hir diſcouerp, it was a little fo 


which was, that ſhe ſpoke bꝛoad and ſomewhat nozthernelyp. But this 
wenſday night comming on when this hir hozrid intent, toke fatall 
exccufion , one miſtris Sutton keping a vidualling houſe at the next 
doꝛe, from which Miſt. Killingworth was accuſtomed to fetch hir oꝛ⸗ 
dinarp pꝛouiſion of bzead and d2zinke,the maiſter and the miſtris that 
night ſupping abzoad , at one of their friends houſes, it is teffified 
by their ſeruant, that there was that night fecht from hir, by this Ab- 
bot to miſtris Killing worths houſe, moze ſtoꝛe of bzead and bete then 
had o2dinarily bin, and moze then might well luffice to content them 
being but two, foz one meales ſaͤtiſfadion, whereby ſhe gheſt, there 
was at that time ſome extraozdinarie pꝛouiſſon in miſtris Killing - 
worths houſe, and that ſome ſtrangers oꝛ friends of hirs did that night 


hir without further thought of it, onely by this Abbots comming often 
fo2 dzinke, ſhe had time to teke eſpetiall note whereby to know hir, 
moꝛe then any other had; pet going from rome to rome about hir bu⸗ 


Killing worth complaine, as if ſhe had bene ſicke, when hir maiſter 
and miſtris comming home pzeſcntly vpon her hearing ot this, ſhe 
tould them what ſhe had heard, and that ſhe ſuppoſed miſtris Kling - 
worth was not well, which they perceining to be her old ſicknes, and 
knowing as befoze, hir vnkindneſſe to thoſe had vſed her kindly, an⸗ 
ſwered they knew it was but her old deſeaſe,ſhe would be wel againe 
to moꝛrow, and ſo went to their reſt, ſome two chambers from hir 
houſe, ſo the maid bꝛinging hir maiſter and miſtrcs to bed; and going 
to hir one lodging, which was the next wall to miſtris Killng- 
wortis, while thee was making hir vnready heard ſome mouing of 
foles in the next chamber, and ſo being wearied with the ſozmer 
dapes labour, ſoncfell a ſlepe. 

About twelue a clocke a Duch- mans maide ouer the way right a- 
gainſt her houſe, heard her giue a great groane, and at laſt ſpake out 
thus: D Loꝛd ſhal J die thus and neuer a neighboꝛ come at me: wher⸗ 
upon the maide opening the caſement, call d to hir, and aſked hir how 
ſhe did, when this Abbot came to the window, ( befoze 3 

ung 


deſcribe hir fauour, but made god miſtres Killingworths woꝛds befoze, - 


ſap with hir, ſo indeuozing painefully about hir buſines, it paſt from 


ſines, about tenne of the clocke, ſhe repozts that ſh& heard miſtris 
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95 The apprehenſion and execution 


E HSungathicke clotb, io as the maid could nat ſee into the honlſe faz if; 
where at other times the caſemcnts were ſo necre and oppolit one to 
the other, that any of that dut. hmans houſe could haue euidently per 
teiued what ſhe had done within) and anſwered, that God helpe hir 
Miſtris Killing worth was not well, it was but hir old dileaſe, ſhee 
| would moſt carefully looke to hir, ehe doubted not but ſhe would bee 
| well againe when thee had fleept, lo the honeſt feruant pꝛaying Got 
| to comfozt hir, was ſatiſfied, and fo2 that time heard no moꝛs of it. 

tere Reader mapeſt thou appꝛoue the wonderfull iudgements of 
God, who giues to cuery offence his due puniſyment, and makes our 
finnes like fire the which conſumes it ſelle in bis awne glozy : daun⸗ 
kennes was hir ſinne, dꝛunkennes was hir puniſhment: the neglen 

of hir neighbours was hir ſinne , and their neglea toward hir foz tha 
inne, was an excuſe to hir murtherer and a furtherer to hir death: foz 
had ſhe beene thankekull to them fo2 their paines to hir, and not ans 
red their kindenes with deſpight and ſlander, they at this time as 
0 tloꝛe when they heard ſhee was ill, and ſuppoſcd it to be but hir old 
diſtemperature, had come in to be hir comfozt , had appzehended hir 
murtherer, and no doubt had pꝛeuented hir death, but by theſe helpes 
the dinell pꝛeuailed: hir ſinne by hir owne cou le was puniſhed: and Y 
pꝛa vou ſuppoſe that ſhe is murthered. 1 
On thurſday moꝛning then, about foure of the clocke, a chare · wo⸗ 

man came to waſhing ta the dutch mans houſe ouer the way, ſaw « 
light in Piffris Killing worths window, but ſaw no body ſlirring. and 

ſo went to hir woꝛke: at ſiue of the clocke the maid of the alebouſe be 
ing likewiſe vp, and about hir buſines, and heard hir low windows 
neere the ſtreete let dowone, and hir dooꝛe open and ſhutte, but miſs 
doubted nothing. Thurlday wholly palſing, and thꝛougb hir cuſtome, 
which they had knowne hir vſe befoze, they (ulpeced nothing till Fri⸗ 
\ day mo2ning,when wondzing that they could neither ſer hirnoz this 
ſame Abbot ſtirring, whom, though a tranger , they knew ſhe lodged 
in hir houſe ; they began now ſomewhat ro miſtralt ofhir welfare, and 
demaunded oneofthe other when they ſaw hir, when all the circum 
ſtances as befoze were recited, ofthe ſtoꝛe of dꝛinke which was fetcht 
at Piſtris Sutcons houſe, of Miſtris Suttons maide, hearing hir not 
well, and ofthe dutch-nians leruant, who heard hir ſay , Lozd, ſhall X 
| . . die 


of Elizxaberk Abboe. &e. 


die thus and neuer a neighbour that 3 haue come at me: as alſo 
ofthis Abbots anſwere, and the cloth hanging befoze the window, 
which vntill that time, the had neuer beene accuſtomed to haue ſo, 
they began now to luſpeck moze fearefullp ſome danger had 
happened to her: ſoſcndmg fo2 the Conſtable and I fficers cre 
they would attempt any thing themſelues, they firſt knockt very 
fo2cibiy,but finding no body to anſwere them, they determined 
to bzcake open the dooze, but aftcrwards it was otherwaies a⸗ 
greed thus: that one ſhould goe fetch a ladder, by the heipe or 
which one climing vp to the window, they might haue know⸗ 
ledge whether ſhee were in the chamber oz no, and if not there, 
to giue them inſtructions below e, in what manner the chamber 
was left, the which cſfeued they might perceine the bed turned 
downe as ſhe had lately come out of it, and on the ground: and 
a iwts ſpace befoze the chimnep ſome ſtoze of water to haue been 
ſpilt, which was after conicdured to be with the quenching ot tye 
mantle-tre , which by the violence of the fire which had becne 
made, was burnt euen to the bzickes , whereupon the Conſtable 
ſent the Beadle ofthe ward ſoz the Aldermans Deputy, and with 
other neighbours got in, and made ſearch all ouer the houſe foz 
her, but miſſing her, found all hir apparell, child-bed-linnen,with 
the beſt x lighteſt of hir goods ( which hir neighbours knew her to 
be well ſtoꝛzed withal carried away, nothing left but heauy lum⸗ 
ber, which was too ponderous fo2 carriage, vet continued care- 
fully ſearching in eucry place, at laſt a neighbour looking on the a- 
hes in the chimney, found certaine ſmall bones which they put in⸗ 
to a boxe: q carried them io my Loꝛd Paiozs who p2eſently vpon 
view of them ſent foꝛ a Surgeon , who fozthwith ſatiſſted his ho⸗ 
nour they were the bones of ſome man oz woman which had bin 
burned; but ere the aldermans deputy left the houſe , making 
further (earch after they bad taken vp the bones, they found be- 
hind certaine b2ickes which were raiſed vp to guard the backe ol 
the Chimney, a locke of her haire tide in her hairelace, and her 
ay which went vnder her chinne pinde to it, whereby it was 
Uraight contecured, ſhe was firſt made 0 ſhee was 
5 | | 


pꝛoperlꝑ 
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he apprehenſion and execution 

p;operly inclined vnto by diſpoſition, then ſtrangled in her bed, 

— the couerleds of which were found folded downe, then brought 

and let vpꝛiaht in the chimney, there burnt, and ſo to be conſumed 

to aſhes, the windowes alſo ſhut in with a cloth; whereby the 

ſteame and ſauoz which the body would taſt, might aſcend fozth 

| 5 thoꝛow the funnell of the chimney. O diuellich and not hard 

| ot p2actiſe ! But this aboue the reſt was moſt ſtrange:that ſo great 

| and vehement fire which was able to conſume the whole body to 

aſhes, had not power to conſume that locke of haire, haire lace and 

chin band, the which was falne fram her head, and was defended 

but with two oz thzee baickcs, but that it ſhould be pzeſerucd; 

that by the colour her neighbours might itnelle it was ſhee 

which was burnt; and ſo as it beſittes cufty Chaiſttan- to take 

| warning by her ruine , and foz Charitics ſake fo make dili⸗ 

| gent ſearch fo2 the appꝛehenſion of the murtherer : which in this 
maner was effeded. 

The Loꝛd Paioz and Juſtices of this City , like pꝛouident 

Captaines ouer this peacefullcommon- wealth, and thatſuch an 

vnhcard of murther might not cſcape varcuenged , where the 

thuſtincs of the Deuill was not ſatiſfied in ſhedding blod, ut 

muſt after ſacrifice the bodp of the dead (who now had neither 

power to complaine noz knowledge to accuſe) to the fury of cons 

ſuming fire,cauſed diligent cnguiry to be made enery way,to haue 

: this wozſe then woluiſh woman appꝛehended: much ſearch 

was made, and all diligence vſed, but the ſubtill policy of hir mai⸗ 

fier the Deuill, whom ſhe ſtill continued to ſerue, as thinking 

hir pet not villenous enough to be his one, kept hir lo pꝛiuate 

now fo2 the contriuing of after «ions, that no ſearch could take 

hold ok her. But the repozte of this murther being here about 

London in cuery tongue, 4 the cruelty therofſounding in euery 

kare; it happened that the bapliffe of Burnt wood in Eũex com⸗ 

ming vp to London with certaine pꝛiſoners did lye at thc thze 

Aunnes withont Aldgate, and hearing ofthis murther, fo2 there 

was litle other talke had thereabonts, and that a woman wag 

held in ſuſpition fo it, as alſo her perſon and apparrcll diſcribed 


to 


of of abr Abbot, K. 


to him, bethonght himlclfe that to his udgement, ſuch a like 
woman hee had lately ſeene about their towne of Burnt⸗wod; 
which ſuſpition of his being giuen to the right honourable the 
Lo2d Pa'og, expedition was made fo2 her appꝛehenſion, which 
Miniſters comming thicher found that ſuch a like woman had 
biene there, but gone from thence,aftcr whom puriuit being made 
euer way the was at the laſt appzchenocd at Grancs-cnd, and 
by thc beadle of Aldgate ward who had au! hoꝛitie from the Lozd 


was the deſire ok all epes to ſ& her, that their epes might beare 
witaclie tf wom en could bzing foztha woman ſo dcteſtable, as 
ſhe was, being carrped thꝛough the ſtrerts, the people that came to 


molt deũrous to haue had her pzeletly tozne to pætes as a treature 
not wo: thy to continue to ver triall ; which doabtles the ruder 
ſoꝛt (who are like a tempeſt violent but not lafting,) would haue 
done, had not the care and many labours of the officers withe 
ſtode their violence, . 

But ſuch was the care and pꝛouidente of our wozthy mt 
who on ſligh 1 take not away life, that b ſending ſe⸗ 
nerally foz a 
miſtris Ki\{ingworth; and admiſedly taken their iudgements whe- 
ther ſhe were the woman oz not, it ſone appeared to their graui⸗ 
ties, that in this ſo2t wherein this wzetch was luſpeded ſhee was 
innocent; although they found her, by ber owne examination to be 


minds Ewo2thinell: in this caſe, that, ſince ſhe had falne into this 
impziſonment & publike diſgrace, foz the canſe whicy the was not 
guiltie of, they had reſo ued of their charitable veneuolence to 
baue giuen her in requitall a pete of monie, and fo haue conduded 
her to the place where ſhe was bozne. But ſee the wonderfull 
wozkesof God, that the beginning of one ſinne ſhould be the re⸗ 
uealing of another: and this Cities care in lokiug foz a murderer, 
doth now diſconer a fellon, and help an honeſt man of the white 


Friers to his gods againe, W by this woman he was _ 
ed, 


BY 


Maioz to that purpoſe, ſhe was b2onght vp to London, where ſuch . 


bchol2 her were infinite, ſome curſing her al reuiling her, and the 


parties who had ſene the ſuſpeded murther ot 


a woman of loſe life and baſe condition: pet ſuch was their noble 


— —— - 


—— Io 


man, and ſo karre had furthered their purpoſe, they had bꝛoken 
| oY 
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The apprehenſion and execution 
bed, partly vndone thereby, but vtterly helplefle of the reconcrie 
of them. 

Foz the great and chieſeſt cauſe which made this Baliefe of 
Burnt-wod ſuſpca this fozmer appꝛehended to be miſtiis Kil- 
lingworths murthercr was a gowne which he had knowne her to 
ſell, and by all deſcription like a gowne of miſtris Killngworthz 
which the ne:ghbours milfiing in the learch repeated this Abbor 
had carried lrom miſtris Killing worths houſe, which gowne 
being bzought to London fox the neighbours to ſee , and there⸗ 
by to haue bene a witneſſe againſt her that if ſhe had not 
bene a pꝛincipall, vet ſhe might haue pzoued a party , if the 
gowne, as it did not, had pzoued hers, and iuſt as the Lozd $Iatoz 
was oꝛdering mony to haue diſcharged her and ſo haue ſent vnto 
her friends, the poze man who befoze was robd came to the ſight 
ofthe gowne, knew it to be his wines, vpon which robbery being 
cramined ſhe confeſt the fact, and the ſeſſions following had her 
trpall at New-gate,condemned fo2 fellonie, but repꝛeued by ths 
fauour of the bench, and reſts there in p2iſon at the mercy ef the 
Ring. : 

Them that hall read theſe teſtimonies then, and find how 
fkrangely God of his infinite iuſtice, bzings offenſes to light and 
the offenders to ſhame, and finds his owne conſcience toucht with 
this oz the like guilt, me thinks he Mould ſap to himſelfe, © God 
A will be no mozea ſinner, foz 3 ſe no ſinne is acceptable vnto 
the, and what anaileth it vs to commit aur actions in darkeneſle, 
lince the pichieſt night is to the all one with the pureſt dap: But 
to our diſcourſe. | 

This Elizabeth Abbot hauing thus long continued wan⸗ 
dzing vp and downe light enough in all things but in a burthe- 
ned conſcience, and thinking that ſo long time had wozne her ſelfe 
free from all ſuſpition, ſhee came with her huſband nere vn⸗ 
to a little Towne in Surrcy two miles wide of None-luch : 
here lurking afraid in the out part ofthe towne till night, 
they tame With intent to haue robd the houſe ofa god honeſt peo⸗ 


owne 
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of Elizabeth Abbot, &c. 
do bone the pace of a wall fe2 enfrance, with the noyſe of which 
the god man being awaked miſdoubting no leſſe, then what ins 

derd was in action, he caught vp a pich - foꝛkc, as the beſt weapon 
which was nert him and out of dozes he flew , which the there 
hearing, made his heels his beſt manhod x to himſelt to running, 
the toun trep man after him:but what with the extreame darkneſte 
of the night, and the honeſt man wiſelp not thꝛuſting himiclfe 
too far re in daunger, the thcefe eſcapt, and the countrey man came 
backe againe, who at his returne he found his bogge, which in dxd 
was a part of his waking at the ſirſt, as buſie and as eager now as 
befoze the thæfe whom he purſued was ficd, fo2 while the coun⸗ 
trey man was chaſing this Abbots huſvand, and the thinking 

to make the aduantage of his abſence an eſcave foꝛ her another 
wap, the dogge winding her neuer left cheſing her, till from the 

— maſtp, c foꝛ her one ſafety, ſhe was fatne to leape down 

à ſawpit. where the curre krept her at full bap till hismaift: x 
returned, who hearing his dogge continue his foꝛm r barking, 

g he ſuſpecing there had bene no moze theucs but the one which 
was fled, at leaſt confident that thenes ſeldome ſtay when they 
heare any body ſtirring, he began to rate his dogge and earneſtly 
to call him in: but all the checking, commanding, oꝛ flattering he 
could vſe, could not dꝛawe the dogge, who was fo gentle to him 
befoze, that hee would come ts his hand, leaue his office he had 
toke vpon him of a Gapler oz let goe his pziloncr, which the 
counfrey man wond2ing at, toke courage to himſelfe, and aduen⸗ 
fured to dzaw nere him, whom he found fill beating about the 
ſawpit, and wondzing what the cuent would be, he thꝛuſt his 
pich - foꝛke downe two 82 thzœ times in ſeuerall places, and 

at the laſt it lighted vpon this Abbots ſhoulder, when he per⸗ 


ded to it, her cald aloud, who is there, who is there, but 
no body making anſwere pr tyzuſt in his fozke yard againe, 
and picrit her in the arme ſomwhat below her ſhoulder, wherc⸗ 
with cher was conſtrained to cry, when he pꝛelently calling foz 
help ſho was taken out ot the pit, and the next mozning, this 

A ns ha 


teiuing that his fozke had grounded vpon ſomewhat that yel- 
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happening on Satterday night ſhe was carried to the necreff zu⸗ 
ſtice, being Sir Edward Sanders to be examined: where wee will 
icaue her, and ſhew the wonders of Cod in reuealing this miu der 
bp returning towards London, x 
In Crcechurch Pariſh negge the place where Piſtris Kul- 
hin gworth was murthercd, dwels a ſubſtantiall woman, and 
of: honeſt connerſation, talled Miſtris Cox , who the ſamc iatters 
day that th:s Abbot intended to haue done this robbrip in the 
night, went from London of purpoſe to be merry with « brother 
others an Inne keeper necre None: luch in Surrey, where bees 
ing lodged on ſatterday night, and vp to make her icife rcady en 
ſunday moꝛning, ſhee perceiued diuers men with foꝛckes aud 
ſtaues, ſhce calling to her bꝛother, demanded of him what the 
matter was: why ſiſler, quoth hee, nothing but a ſcurup queane, 
ſhe is carrying befoze a Juſlice this moꝛning foz attempting to 
rob an honeſt man one ot our neighbors laſt night, wherupon the 
intreated him that at her comming backe he would be a meanes 
ſhee mt: ht ſee her and ſpeake with her, which hee pꝛomiſed, as 
alſo that hee would be a meanes to intreat his neighbours and 
the Conſtable to bꝛing her into his houſe , that then Chee might 
ſee her, and talke with her without diſturbance: and becauſe, 
guoth Miſtris Co bꝛother, J will not faile but be as good as 
my wo2d, J will goe beare her examination my lelfe , and bzing 
both her and mp neighbours this wap by my perſwafion, leſt 
they ſhould carry her to the Jayle befoꝛe they come backe: which 
pꝛomiſe of his he perfo2med. | 
Thus this Elizabeth Abbot haning bene examined befoze 
Sir Edward Sanders, fouching her life and lining, of which the 
con ld make no honeſtaccount, among other queſttons he de⸗ 
manded of her: what the man was which was with her in this 
pꝛetended robbery: to whom ſhe anſwered , he was her huſband, 
aud a taploz ; then beeing willed to diſcoaer where hee was, nay, 
thee replped ſuddainelp; ifhee bee clcaped, why then J care not, 
all s then well, and if vou hang me now, I care not. So fo2 this 
attempt, which it is thought would haue beene to little _ 
| \ pole 


of Elizabeth Abbot, &c. 
poſe fo haue taken her life, ſhee was by vertue of Sir Edward: 


warke:and by the way they tooke Pilkris Coxcs bzothers houſe 
to dꝛinke in: where being ſet in a roome together, Piſtris Cox 
mildely began to aſke her, how ſhee beeing a woman could bee 
ſohardy to attempt to b2eake open a heuſe, to robbe and vn⸗ 
doe an honeſt country-man , that liues faithfully by his labour? 


bandes; and were it to doe J could as reſolutely attempt it a: 
gaine:vpon which impudent anſwere, Miſtris Cox firing her cye 
moe earneſtly vpon her, began now to conceiue in her ſelfe that 
ſhc had ſeeng her ſome where, but could by no meanes call ta 
mind where, and thereupon demanded ok her in this manner: 
woman, if J miſtake not, J haue (ecne pou ſome where in Lon⸗ 
don; where, ſhe aniwered, it might be ſo in the Strand perhaps: 
no,quoth Miſtris Cox, about Aldgate if à be not deteiued: when, 
| ſhe ſuddainely replied: (heere note the power of the Duell, 

that would make her owne tongue betray her into that mils 
chicfe of which no man had ſuipition of her) O J ſound pour 
meaning: pou goe about to intrap mee about the woman tha: 
was burnt by Aldgate , but pou are veceiued in that in faith, as 
they that did it were deceiued ok theircrpectation : why of what 
were they deceiucd, quoth Miſtris Cox? why, quoth ſhzeY 
teli pou, ofthetr expectation, they lookt foz much and had little, 
the was a god old gentlewoman, and the had beene a pꝛoper 
roung gentlcwoman : butifpon thinke to taſnare oz tatrappe 
mee pou are deceiued: whercupon, quoth Piſtris Cox and o- 
ther who food by:ſurcly you were much intercf#cd in the villany, 
that knew fo well what p2ofitte they made by their murther, 
and what manner of perſon the murthered was, and can (ſo 
readily deſtacr it: when thee anſwered ſcoꝛnctullp; Lozd, how 


Kuftruge ſome thꝛee oz (ourc mile oF, and about thee o: foure 
daycs ſtice: where beung againe demanded, What woman ſhe 
was that told her a, and not beeing able to reader a dired as 

' Qware, 


M:iumus commanded p2ifoner to the white Lyon in Souty- | 


hearing which, this Abbot replied: why, as J did befoze with eme 


pcople may be deceiued, foz I tell pou, T heard it ofa woman at 


rr 
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lelea her from the reſt: both which M iſtris Suttons maid and the 


trep being ſhewed the fozmer woman fingle, they as firmely ap 
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were: Mills Cox intreated of the Conſtable that hre 
would be a meanes to the Juſtite ſhs nught be ſent to be exa⸗ 
mincd at London, foz, quoth ſhe, though J ioz my part ain no 
wap able to accuſe her, pet J feare me ſhe will pzouc guilty in 
te murther of Miſtris Killngworth : which requeſt of yours, 
quoth the Conſtabie, vou ſhall not necde further to looke after, ioz 
I haue here Sir Edward Sanders warrant to tommit her pꝛiſo⸗ 
ner to the white KH pon in South. warke. Where, rcadcr, pꝛay 
thee ſuppoſe that ſhec is impꝛiſoned, and that Miſtris Cox 
bath made knowen fo all the neighbours of Miſtris Killing 
worth what hath happened, the neighbours to mp Lozd Maioz 
and the Recozderz and on the Mondap mozning diners of them 
repaire to her, to the white Lyon: Beloze whoſe comming thi⸗ 
ther, and indeed as loone as ſhee was Chambzed her ſelfe , ſhes 
ſtraight laboured with an old woman there, called widdow Bar- 
chelmew, to change peticotes with her, offering to doe it without 
p2ofit, though by the iudgement of any man, hers by the double 
in value exceeded the old womans, which the giuing notice to 
the Keepers of, they by no meanes would-permit her to ſhift her 
clothes, of which purpoſe of hers , finding her lelfe intercepted, 
ſhe ript off all the lace that was about her cote and beſtowed if, 
the would neuer confeſſe where: the purpoſe of all which was ins 
dced to diſguiſe her ſelfe as much as might be, foz ſhe heard that 
diucrs were comming to ſ& her about Miſtris Killingworths 
murther : buf Þunday mozning being come many ofthe neigh- 
bours,as Miſtris Cox, Miſtris Sutton, iſtris Suttons maid, with 
ſcucrall others came to ſe her, as alſo the maid that deliuered the 

Cocks fo bands in Coznhill; but it was ſo oꝛdered that againſt 

their coming ſhe was placed amongft other women, ts try if ther 

who had ſeenc her befoze in the time of Piſtris Killingworth could 


— 


Semſters maid in Coꝛnhill as ſone as euer they came into the 
rome choſe her from the reſt, crying, this is ſhee: where on the con- 


wued it was not ſhe, | 
11 Dn 
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On the ſelfe ſame Pundap. when this lellimo⸗ 
nie wa st aken at tde Uhitc-lyon by the parties a- 


by.” fozeſaide, and they appꝛoutd that this was tbat 


Wee creature ( foza woman ſhe was in nothing 
but in ſho we) that gaue this fearefall teſtimonie 
to the woꝛld, of miſtres Killing-worths death. 
theright Yonozable Þ Lo2d Paioz, with that wolf 
wozthie Gentleman r Henry Mountegue Res 
cozderofLondon , accompained with the Moz - 
Gipfall Shziues, and Maiſter Juftice Dale, ſat in 
the Court vppou Saint Margets- hill, commonly 
called tke Marſhals Court: vpon eſpecial buſines 
fo: tbe Bing. wich by their wiſdoms diſpached, 
and by tbeir fozeknowledge ofthe appzchenſion of 
this Elizabeth Abbot , they ſent foz the p2ifoner , 
who by the Gaoler of the Mhite - lyõ was bzought 
befo2e them, and the witneſſes examined , who ap⸗ 
pꝛoued her to be the woman, but herſelfe being 
queftioned,moft impudenltp (as there is no ſinne 
without impudence) vtterly dentde to haue any 
knowledge with miſtres Killing worth, oz any 

atquaintãte in the fault: when the Juſtice ſending 
ber downe, and once againe examining the wit⸗ 

neſſes charging them, by the care they had of 
their owne ſoules, to be welladniſed» that what 
tber did infer was fo2 trutb, ſhep moſt conſtantiꝝ 

App2eued their fozmer euſdence, 

But if happened that miſtres Sutton was now 
belowe, while the other were in queſtion above, 
and he of ber ſelſt as other p were pzeſenc. did de- 
maid of her ſeueralqaeſt ions, wiſhing der ſince tte 
fag was done, and that by euidence it was ſo ap⸗ 
pat ant ſhe was guiltꝑ of it, t bat the would not 

C now 
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now heap ſiune on finneby the denying of it, but 
rather cleareherowneconſcience, pꝛepare herſelſe 
fo2 repentante, make ber ſelfe fit foz Yeancn, and 
ſatiſſie the wozld, when the continuing obftinatly 
amongſt other mottons that were then made vnto 
her, miſltis Sutten aſkedberifſhe had not abuſoav? 
the anſweare ves, is he not a Zailoz(ſeics miſtreſſe 
Sutren) A graunt he is ( ſaid the pzifoner) did bee 
not woꝛk in the Strande pes, and did not pau tell 
miſtreſſe Killing worth ſo much ( quoth miftrcfle 
Sutten) J confeſſe J did anſwered the murthereſe, 
which conkelſlon of bers, ſheinCantly would haus 
calve in, but though the Diuell bee the father of 


lves, vet ia theſe cales he is often p authoz of truth, 


loꝛ he haſtens to have his owne with him, foz now 
be makes her owne tongue ſpeake her owne truth, 
t thought afcerward to deny it againe, pet ſfod 
there dy her beſidesmiCris Sutten a C hirurgian in 
thts Towne, vertuous and ſubſtantiall, as alt 
an hone Stattoner , who deſides miſtrefſe Sut ten 
gaue teſtimony te mp Lo2d Matoz, Maiſter Re- 
toꝛdet and the ref, of what ſhe had ſpoken , and 
that her cwnn tongue hath apzoved the ſame 
wozds that miſtrefle Killing-worth the dap beloze 
her death dad deltuered ts the Cittizens wile in 
Co2nwell, the app2obation was fo ftrong , that 
ſhe was removed from the UWhite-lyon in @outh- 
1 arhe, to thecoinmen gase of New-gate in Lon⸗ 
don, where though ſhe was ſent (o2 divers times bs- 
foze fir Henry Mouoteguefoz further examina- 
tion ⸗ he remained there ti her time oi trial. 

WIhich trial of pers being on Friday the eight of 
Apꝛill, hee was arraigned and indſghted by the 

name 


of Elizabeth Abbor,&c. 
of Elizabeth Abboclaie of Koadon ſpinſter, fo) 
ranfiagg murther again the body of miſtreſſe 
illing⸗ worth late of Londen widsw : to which 
taditement, ſhe peladed not guiltp, and put her 
ſe fe vppon tryau ot God and her Country, o: 
the p:0ofe of which , the afozeſaive eutdence was 
pꝛoduced.namelꝝ meſtreſle Killing-worths confe- 
tente with the Citizens wife, u bich che her ſelle 
there in perſon appꝛoued her woꝛdes 10 miſtreſſe 
Coxe, and tht tont᷑.ſſion of ber owne tongue by 
miſtreſſe Sutten, others which mode good alſo ꝛbat 
de was the woman miſtieſſe Killing - worth ſpoke 
of: then tde perſonail appꝛoeuanccs of miſtreſle 
Suttens maide and others, who bir⸗aiy tocko their. 
gatbes (hs was the woman'p'fetchd daink from her 
miſt:eſſes houſe, and the other that it was he and 
ns other fetchd the Jocks ſoz bands in her miſtreſſe 
Gop, all which though ſhe denied, 'it leaſed that 
molt Mozthy Judge Sir Edward Cooke, Lozd 
- cheefe Jaſtice ofthe common pleas.. ſomewhat in 
this fo2me, to orplaine to the Jury,firſt that hee bad 
cempared miſtrefſe Killing-wor ths wozds with 
the Cittizens wiues in Coznwel,and the Cittizens 
wines euidenes with the pziſoners owne confefſion 
to miſtreſte Sutten, andfoundthem all thzee not io 
differ in one fillable,then what tan be moe plainer 
that the is the party. wben Ge her ſelle ſpeabes the 
lame wozds miſtreſſe Killing- worth ſpoke, againe, 
that Algate was no ſooner named in the Country 
to het by miſtteſſe Cox, but ſhe ſtraight beeakes 
out, as ( if ſaſpecking that euecy ſhaking leafe 
were one to diſcover her) bad ſo ouet charged ber 
guilty conſciencs, that the _— now bꝛeake out:ob 
2 Frou 
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von go about to intrap mee, about ths Gentlewo.. . 
mans derth p was burnt by Algate : further, p he 
did tepip, that they which did it, miſt of- 
their yntpoſe, and being demaunded who ſhould tel 
der lo, ſhe anlwered idly a wemanofLuttry , but 
neither knowes her name noz what ſhe was: then 

il this were all, what could be moze ſuſpicious: but 
you of ths Jurp, heere is further tuidente to ſatil⸗ 
\ &c yon, though if but this in my conſclence in this 
caſe J thinke it ſufficient, that here are ſeutrall wit⸗ 
ueſſes abone two oꝛ thꝛes, who ſap vppon theſe 
othes directip ſhe is tbe woman, not ſuch as ſweare 
raſhiy oꝛ indiſcreetly, but ſay as firſt theſe ber from 
many other women, and as if God him ſelſe would 
cine ds t auſe ts put traſt in theirothes, ſent ano- 
ther woman befoꝛe, who was hatnouſly ſnſped ed 
koz the ſad, whom they refaſcd to be ſhe, and indeed 
was pꝛoued after by other teſtimonp it was not: 
and asifby their othes, though te was hidden in 
darkeneſſe, he would bzing her ente to her deſerued 
ſhame. Vhen my Toꝛd leaning the Jary to their 
diſcrettons, Dir Henry Mountegue vidges, that 
beſtdes all this, haning bene ſeuerall times exami- 
ned where ſhe had liued, and dad beſtowed her 
felfe from a peare after, to a quarter , nay frem a 
qua ter ts a very moneth.,nay from a moneto to a 
day befoze ſhe tame to miſtreſſe Killing worth, ſhe 
could gine actount ol all but till then: which beſide 
ber confeſſion vnder ber owne dand, was appzoued 
by maiſter Hicock, Clatke cf New-gate , when 
my L03dCheife Juſtice, rtfing from his ſeate a- 
gaine,gave Dir Henry Mountegue a wezthy tom⸗ 
mendations fo his induſtrꝑ and laboz in this caſe, 
pꝛot eſt ing 
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pꝛoteſting that ſince he was acquainted iny ſfate ot 
ſuch buſines, he neuer hears eraminatios better gas 
theted, a courſe better ſhifted, nos a mutther 
ſtrõglier diſconered : ſo the Jury bzought together, 
the was by vervit of pt welue returned guilty , and 
tte next day being Datterdap ſhe re ceiued her 
ſentence. —-. 

Bet wirt wbfch time and her death, though the pzc- 
ceedings againſt her were ſo Juſt, the cuidence ſo 
plaine, and ber fryall ſo gratious,that ſhe havleaue 
to ſpeake in her one defence, eue n what ſhe would, 
where it is not o2digariep ſeent, ſhe was called ins 
to þ inner conre, eaen ts Þ barre where y fozeman 
ofthe iur ie ſtood, that my loꝛds and the whole conrt 
might plainely beers what ſhe could ſpeake, in her 
owneercuſe, which was nothing but obi inacie the 
ground ofallevilt. I can net yet with filencepaſſe 
ouer,the care which our moſte honourable Pagi⸗ 
ftrates, fookeof her ſoule, labouring by all meanes 
to haue ber mahe it plaine by confeſſion, which was 
ſo cleers by euidente, which ſhal oz euer from hence 
dop ſcandalls tongue foz ſpeaking againſt their go⸗ 
uei ment and deieruedſuch a Chꝛonic le of a bꝛaſſe 
foreco2d their bpzightues the Juſtite of their ac⸗ 
tions, wich ages ſhold not weare out, noz death; dc - 
face, but ſhould liae es an example to men, while 
to the wozid was leſt any poſterit ie. fi ſt then, that 
they tent into the paiſo vnto her a reuerend 4 graue 
dogozok diuinitie, who with ſoch ſt ong inſtances, 
beaat againC> the do: es of her hatte, that had thep 
not beene made of harder then matb ie they her had 
power to haue bzoke them open: foz marolc pceldes 
lometunes, che not all. 
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From pꝛzuon ſhe was conueied to tie place of ex- 


kcution, where befoꝛe her c ves ſhe ſaw a bigh e⸗ 


rcaed gibbet, faz her to play per fall pziz2 vVapon, 
Where both the D4zieaes being, tyev tyrmiclues 
began of their owns charitable aipofitton, to per⸗ 
ſwade her, pet to diſburthen be: conſcie ce, Lewd 
bee bo v n2cre der death ſhe was, pointed to her to⸗ 
werds the banſe where :Hiſtris K:!langworch 
dwelt, and bd her let the fig5: of that where thee 
had commitie d ſo foule a fag, be a remembzance to 
haue her clenſe her ſoule & caltſd her vp3a her Knes 
then in the Tart to offer ycr pꝛaſers to god, that he 
would be pleaſd to open her haiie, and make her fit 
foz himinthis her houre of death: which pzaters as 
they directed her, ſhe ſaide, but ſtill( oh griensus cb- 
ſtinacy) ſhee perſifed in her dentall of being anp 
way gulltie of the fact acquainted with the bouſe, 
02 knowne to Piſtris Killing vorth, which confi- 
dence of hers ſs moonedthe Sbꝛieues, that one of 
the coadp2cſently to ſatiſſie me Lo Paioz how 
Se ſtil perſcuerÞ pleading her innecency, whiie the 
other cauſed ber to be looſed out of the Cart, Econ- 
ueied her into Cree-Church, auer againſt the place 
Were ſhe (uffered, and thither ſent fo2 all thoſe 
who gaue euidente againſt her: firſt charging them 
now vypon the loue they bare to their owne ſo.:les, 
to view der weli, whether ſhe were the woman oz 
no, oꝛ whether vpon better conſideration bad fince 
by any 1016 of beauẽ they did but pet thinketbey 

had miſtooke them ſelues, It couldbe i np wap ng 

impeachment tothem bat wonldreiopeetbe wolld, 

ſauc tbe li e sa coa:mned creature, s deſeru« their 

great commendation:wyen they all againe te ſtiſied 

as 


of Elizabeth 4bbut.&c. 
as they did hope fo2 bliſſe ti, hrauen, and by the help 
of bceonen comfozt on carth, this isthe woman 
ketchdthe dꝛink, this is the wewã kettht the ſtocks 
fo: the bands lap at Piſtris Killingworths, ſetcht 
coales, and lighted a candle (with all their teſtunc⸗ 
nies as befoze) wicn pꝛeſentl they turnd to ters 
vꝛged her new vpon that ſhe heard, yet to cleere her 
conſciente and to aſſure her ſelfe that with going 
with a charg'd ſoule , and ſmotherd ſinnes to her 
graue, there was no belp to be lookd foꝛ of her, but 
from aboue, and that ſhe wold pet tell wit her ſhee 
knew Þiftris Killingworth, oz if che ſhamed ts o⸗ 
pen that ſinne, that hee woulo but diſcouer who 
was pertaker with her in the roberie p he might, 
bs found, 0z what manner of man he was, and pꝛo⸗ 
miſed her recompẽce that he ſhould heue no burt, 
neil her of whch by all the pcrſwaſiofst hat might 
be, tould the be once bꝛought to confeſſe: by which 
it is euident, the deuill whem ſhe ſerned, had fully 
hardnedherbearf, t ſhe that would die vnpurging 


her ſoule of one ſinne, it is to plaine ſhe was guiltie 


et the other. So ſhe was pꝛeſently bzought 
from tbe church againe, and there ſuffered 
Crecution. 
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